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          VOWEL SOUNDS    (12)                 CONSONANT SOUNDS   (25) 
 
 
 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
 
 
 
 
 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
 
 
 
 
 
11 
 
12 

SHORT VOWEL SOUNDS 
 
a    pat 
e    pet 
i     pit 
o    pot 
u    pup 
 
 
 
LONG VOWEL SOUNDS 
 
a    mate 
e      eve 
i       like            
o    mote 
u     rude 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL VOWEL SOUNDS 
 
sound of /a/  in tall 
 
sound of /u/ in put 
 
 
 
 
 
any of the vowels may assume the 
sound of the /e/ in chapel (schwa) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
 
21 
22 
 
23 
24 
 
25 

b           bob 
d      dad 
f      fluff 
g      gag 
h      hot 
j            jam 
k           kick 
l            lap, un]til 
m      map, ham 
n           nap, pin 
n      sing 
p      pan, hop 
r      run, bar 
s      sit, less 
t      top, cot 
v      veil, love 
w      went 
wh        whale 
y           yell 
z      zoo 
 
ch     chain 
sh     shall 
 
th      thin 
th    this 
 
sound of  's'  in treasure  
 
Note:        __x     =  ks 
                 __x     =  gs 
                     x__ =  z 
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a  fat 
b  bob 
c  cat 
d  dad 
e  let 
f   fun 
g  gag 
h  hot 
i   it 
j   jar 
k  kick 
l   lilt 
m mom 
n  nan 
o  odd 
p  pop 
q  liquor 
r   run 
s  sis 
t   tot 
u  dust 
v  vivid 
w  went 
w    
x   tax 
y   yes 
y   myth 
z   zoo 

 
ape 
 
 
 
pete 
 
 
 
bite 
 
 
 
 
 
ode 
 
 
 
 
 
dude 
 
 
dew 
 
 
by 

 
palm   area   tall 
 
 
 
ear   beta 
 
 
 
po ]lice  onion 
 
 
 
 
 
soon   son   moth  
 
 
 
 
 
cute   cure  liquid  
 
 
 
 
 
partly 

          
__ar 
 
 
        
per 
__er 
 
 

fir 
__ir 
 
 
 
 
word 
__or 
 
 
 
 
put  
__ur 
 
 
 
 
myrrh 
__yr 
 

  
 
 
cent   cello  oce ]anic 
graduate 
  
  
germ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
re ]sist  pleasure sure 
virtue   option 
 
     

sh   shine 
gh   tough 
th    that 
th    thin 
i   onion 

ch   chain 
ph   f      ps   s 
ew   dew 
ew   few 
__x  ks 
__x gs 

ck    k 
n      thank, sing 
wh   as in whale 
 

a e i o u y   schwa 
abcdef etc.  ignore 
primary accents: 
int[erpret]ation 
compass 

 

 

ou    out, mound 
ow    cow 
 
oi   boil 
oy   boy, royal 
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     vowel     consonant     characters with 
    sounds      sounds        duplicated sounds 
                                   
1.    a   a                     
2.        b          
3.                                               c (k) 
4.        d                 
5.    e   e 
6.        f                               ad]ditional consonant 
7.        g                                      sounds (seven): 
8.        h   
9.    i     i                                    th, th, wh, ch, sh,  
10.      j                                                sound of ‘s’ in  
11.      k                                         ‘pleasure’, and ‘n’ 
12.     l                                         in ‘sink’ 
13.      m                                    
14.      n                                     12 vowel sounds 
15.  o   o                                  25 consonant sounds 
16.      p                                                    plus schwa                 
17.                                             q (kyu)                   
18.      r             
19.      s                   
20.      t    
21.  u    u   
22.      v                    
23.      w                  
24.                                             x (ks)         
25.      y   
26.     z   
    ‘u’ in ‘put’ 
     ‘a’ in ‘law’ 
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 a   
 a  
 a 
 a 
at    
cat    
bat    
sat    
rat     
tat     
lap 
fat 

bcd  e 
 e 
 e  
 e      
pet 
let 
bet 
fed 
led 
red 
ted 
bed 

fgh  i 
 i  
 i    
 i         
it       
tip      
rip     
sit      
pit      
kit       
fit       
lit 

jklmn  o 
 o 
 o  
 o     
pot 
pot   
lot  
cot 
top  
rot   
jot 
dot 

pqrst   u 
  u 
  u 
  u 
dud 
run 
sun 
bun  
fun 
gun 
hut 
pun 

vwx  y 
 y 
 y    
 y         
nymph  
sylph 
myth 

z 

                                                                                                                                               
  
 
 
                                                          w   y         - vowel and consonant     
* b c d * f g h * j k l m n * p q r s t * v * x * z       - consonant  
a         e         i               o             u                    - vowel  
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  A              E     I    O      U     Y 
 

 ape   obey   
 cat     
        note   
palm       not   
 tall       moth   
   eve   pique       oddly 

 said   pet   
     bite       my 
   ear   bit        myth 
       food   crude   (dew) 
       some   cup   

         cute   

   per   fir   word   put  purr    myrrh 
   cure   

 
 

This matrix illustrates the relationship between vowel symbols and their sounds in 
the American English language.  (NBC English) 
The heavy outlines show the traditional long and short vowel forms. 
Columns show the different sounds each vowel character may indicate.  (w as a vowel has but one 
sound) 
Rows show the cases where the same sound may be indicated by different vowel characters. 
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  A                E     I     O     U     Y 
 

 ape   ob]ey   
 cat     
      note    
palm      not   
 tall      moth   
   eve   pique       oddly 

 said   pet   

     bite       my 
   ear   bit        myth 
       food   crude   (dew) 
       some   cup   

         cute   
   per   fir   word   put  purr   myrrh 
   cure   
 

 
This matrix illustrates the relationship between vowel symbols and their sounds in 
the American English language.  (NBC English) 
The heavy outlines show the traditional long and short vowel forms. 
Columns show the different sounds each vowel character may indicate.  (w as a vowel has but one 
sound) 
Rows show the cases where the same sound may be indicated by different vowel characters. 
Vowel characters are shown with distinctive markings which indicate their sound. 
Multi-syllable words are shown with primary accent markings. 
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vowels are red  (on these pages only) 

 a 
 lamb           at 

 a 
 native   ape      

  
 
 
 
 
                                   
palm   par  art         

                 
 
 
 
 
                           
any            air     

 
 
 
 
 
 
awe         walk 

       b  

                  bob 

 c 
  cat            arc        

      d 
                 dad     

 e 
peril            elf   

 e 
heat          eve             

 
 
 
 
 
                         
been          ear 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
obey        beta 

                        
 
 
 
 
 
learn         per     

  f               
fun            self 

 g                        

gag                

 h 
                   hot 

 i 
pier                it 

 i            
isle  pipe  ice             

 
 
 
 
 
 
first              fir 

 
 
 
 
 
                  
valise     police 

 i 
 onion                  

 j  
                  jab                  

 k  
                kick 

 l                   
lilt      humble                    

m  
               mom                  

 n 
nan 

 o 
top        closet    

 o 

bow        rode 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
shoe      moon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
done       flood 
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word        wool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  horn       moth 

 p 
pop 

 q 
 quit          quay 

 r 
run          barb                   

 s  

sis 

      t 
tot 

 u 
putt          cup    

 u  

soup       dude 

 
put   pull   

 
 
 
 
 
 
puny     cute 

 
 
 
 
 
 
fury         cure 

 u 
 quid   languid 

       v 
                 vivid 

 w 
               went 

 
dew         new 

 x 
                   tax 

 x      
              exit       y  

yes 

 y 
 symbol   myth 

 y 

buy             my   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
myrtle    myrrh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
        simply 

 z  

        zoo 

 

sh 
               shop 

ch 
                chip 

ck 
                kick 

 n 
                  ink 
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wh 
 
       whale 

 th 
                 
         thin 

 th 

 
         that 

 
                                    
 
 
 
 
       cough 

                                           
 
 
 
 
 
mound       out 

 
 
 

 
 
 
         cow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
oil              boil           

 
 
 
 
 
  
 boy           toy    

 
 
 
 
 
 
       phone 

 
 
 
 
 
  
      psychic 

 c 
cent      celery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         cello 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      oceanic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
question  virtue 

   
 
 
 
 
 
       nation 

 s 
        re]sist 

  
 
 
 
 
 
     pleasure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         sure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     graduate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      george 

                               schwa (sound of /u/ in ‘rug’, but very brief and unaccented) 

abcdefg etc. 
                                                                                                                                    ignore 

 
initial sight words (which will not be marked): 
 
the (thu or the)     a (u or a)     I (I)      of (uv)     one (wun)    once (wuns)  
women (wimen)      busy (bizy)          business  (biznes) 
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vowels are red  (on these pages only) 
 

 a 
 lamb           at          

 a 
 native      ape 

     a 
 palm    par   art        

      a        

any             air 

 a 
 awe         walk       

       b  

                  bob 

 c 
  cat           arc        

      d 
                   dad     

 e 
 peril            elf    

 e 
 heat         eve             

      e 
been       near 

      e 
 o]bey       beta 

 e 
 learn            per 

  f                
fun             self 

 g                        

gag                

 h 
                   hot 

 i 
 pier              it              

 i            
isle        ice                 

 i 
 first              fir            

 i 
va]lise   pique        

 i 
onion   

 j 
                   jab 

 k 
                  kick 

 l 
 lilt         humble 

 m 
               mom 

 n 
                  nan 

 o 
 top        closet 

 o 
bow        rode 

 o  

shoe        moon 

 o 
 done     flood 
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vowels are red  (on these pages only) 

o 
  wool    word  
 

o 
 horn      moth 

 p 
                  pop 

 q 
quit  quay queue 

 r 
  run         barb 

 s 
                 sis 

    t 
                    tot 
 

      u 
  putt          cup       

 u 
 soup       dude 

 u 
   put       pull 

 u 
puny         cute 

 u 
  fury        cure 

 u           liquid 

       v 
          vivid 

 w 
        went 

    w 
dew         new 

      x 
                   tax 

 x 
                   exit 

     y 
                  yes 

 

       y 
                  myth 

         y 
 buy            my   

 y 
 myrtle   myrrh           

 y 
        simply 

z 
               zoo 

sh 
               shop 

ch 
                chip 

ck 
                    kick 

 n 
                  ink 
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vowels are red  (on these pages only) 

wh 
 
            whale 

 th 
                                    
thin 

 th 
                       
that 

gh 
                 
cough    

 ou 
 

          mound       

 ow 
 

       cow        
oi 
  

 oil           boil    

oy 
 

  toy         boy       

ph 
 

            phone 

ps 
 

          psychic 

 c 
cent      celery 

 c 
      cello 

 c 
   oce]anic 

 t 
ch    (question) 

 t 
sh      (nation) 

 s 
       re]sist 

 s 
     pleasure 

 s 
    sure 

 d            
graduate 

 g        

george 

a e i o u y    

                                              schwa (sound of /u/ in ‘rug’, but very brief and unaccented) 
  abcdefg etc. 
                                                                                                                                     ignore 
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  A a 
 
  B b      
   
  C c 
 
  D d 
 
  E e 
 
  F f 
 
  G g 
 
  H h 
 
   I i 
 
  J j 
 
  K k 
 
  L l 
 
  M m 
 
  N n 
 
   

 
a 
 
bee  
 
see 
 
dee 
 
e 
 
ef 
 
gee 
 
ach 
 
I 
 
jay 
 
Kay 
 
el 
 
em 
 
en 
 
 

 
ape, cape, fate, late, rate 
 
bean, beam, beak, bead 
 
seen, seam, seek, seal 
 
dean, deem, deep, deal 
 
eve, eel, eat 
 
jeff, left 
 
effigy 
 
Rachel 
 
pie, pine, mine, line, fine 
 
jade, Jane 
 
cave, cane, came 
 
elf, self, elm, belt,  
 
gem, stem 
 
ten, send, mend, bend 
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  O o 
 
  P p 
 
  Q q 
 
  R r 
 
  S s 
 
  T t 
 
  U u 
 
  V v 
 
 W w 
 
  X x 
 
  Y y  
 
  Z z   
 

 

oh 
 
pea 
 
queue 
 
are 
 
es 
 
tea 
 
you 
 
vee 
 
double-you 
 
eks 
 
wye 
 
zee 

so, owe, toe, foe, oat, oak 
 
peel, peak, peat 
 
cube, cute 
 
art, bar, car, far, arm 
 
less, best, rest  
 
team, teen, teak 
 
u]nite, use, few, mew 
 
veal,  venus, envy 
 
 
 
Mexican, next 
 
wide, wild,  
 
zeal, crazy  
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   aa 
 
sa]laam 

  ae 
 
aer]obic 
aegis 
 

    ai 
 
bail 
said 
plaid 
aisle 
 

  ao 
 
gaol 

  au 
 
author 
au ]thority 
laugh 
gauge 

  ay 
 
bay 
bayou 

aw 
 
law 
a]wry 

   ea 
each   
head 
break 
heart 
heard 
beard 
i]dea 
ocean 
 

  ee 
 
see 
been 
tou]pee 

   ei 
 
re]ceive 
vein 
height 
heir 
counterfeit 

  eo 
 
people 
leopard 
theory 
surgeon 

  eu 
 
feud 
deuce 
grandeur 

   ey 
 
they 
monkey 

ew 
 
dew 
few 
sew (so) 

   ia 
 
i]nitial 

   ie 
view 
lie 
be]lieve 
friend 
sieve 

  ii 
 
Riis 

  io  
 
action 
onion 

  iu 
Belgium 

   iy iw 

  oa 
 
boat 
broad 
board 
coal]esce 

  oe 
 
toe 
loess 
shoe 
does 

 oi 
 
boil 

 oo 
 
cool 
wood 
flood 
brooch 
door 
  

  ou 
 
out 
soup 
touch 
soul 
thought 
should 

  oy 
 
boy 
coy]ote 

ow 
 
cow 
low 

  ua 
 
guaran]tee 
guard 
casualty 
dual 

  ue 
 
fuel 
conquer 

 ui 
 
suite  
juice 
build 
guide 

 uo 
 
quota 
quonset 

  uu 
 

vacuum 

  uy 
 
buy 

uw 

  ya 
 

  ye 
 
lye 

  yi  yo 
 

  yu   yy yw 
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p  pop 
b  bob 
 
c  cat  
k  kick 
q  liquor 
g  gag  
 
t   tot 
d  dad  
 
f   fun  
v  vivid 
 
h  hot 
 
ch  chop 
j     jar 
 
l    lilt 
m  mom 
n   nan 
r    run 
 
s   sis  
z   zoo  
x  xerox 
 
sh ship 
s   pleasure 
 
th  thin 
th  then  
 
when 
w  went 
 
x   tax 
y   yes 

pad, pan, pet, pit, plot, pox 
bad, ban, bet, bit, blot, box  
 
cap,                   cot, cut  
        kill 
              quays 
gap, gill, geese, got, gut 
 
tan,   ten,  time,  tin,  tot,  tuck 
Dan, den, dime, din, dot, duck 
 
fat,   fan,   fail,    feign,   fine 
vat,  van,  vale,  vain,    vine 
 
 
 
chip,  chill,  chug  
gyp,   Jill,    jug 
 
 
 
 
 
 
sip,       sag 
zip,   zigzag 
xylophone 
 
cashew,  fashion 
casual,   oc]casion 
 
thistle 
this 
 
whale,  wheel,  while 
wail,      weal,    wile 
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Conventions 
 
The following words will not be marked, because of their unusual pronunciation or bizarre spelling: 
(there are others, but low usage) 
 
1.      a       (u or a)     one                        (wun)     
        the       (thu or the)    once                     (wuns)    
        of       (uv)     women                 (wimen)     
         I               (I)                    busy / business   (bizy / biznes) 
 
2. The combination of: 
 
  ‘l’  -  ‘e’          as in:   table,  riddle, paddle 
  
at the end of a final unaccented syllable will be assumed to have the sound of 'le' in 'apple'.  
Letters appended directly to the base word may require marking of the 'e' to maintain correct 
pronunciation.   For instance 'simple', 'simpler'. 
 
3. The combination of: 
 
          vowel - ‘l’   as in:   tribal,  label,  civil,  symbol,  bashful,                       
 
at the end of a final unaccented syllable will have the vowel marked to indicate 
the schwa sound. 
 
 It should be noted that these combinations may be followed by an ‘s’,  or 
 'd' or 'ed'  
   labels   labeled      label’s 
   tables   tabled      table’s 
 
4. Where the letters 'ed' indicating the past tense of a verb, form a separate final syllable,  they will 
be pronounced as the 'ed' in 'funded'.  Where the 'ed' letters do not form a separate syllable they 
will be pronounced as 't' in the case of verbs ending in unvoiced consonants, and as 'd' in all other 
cases.  
 
5. Two of the same consonants at the end of a syllable will be assumed to have the same sound 
as one of the consonants. 
 
6. Where 'x' is the first letter in a word or syllable it is pronounced with the sound of 'z'. 
 
7. Where 'r',  'l',  'm',  'n'  are used singly as the only vowels in a syllable their pronunciation will be 
that of the second letter in 'ar', 'el', 'em', 'en'.      (acre,  grab'm) 
 
8. In the first part of the primer all syllables in all words are shown with accent marks, a small mark 
to indicate an unaccented syllable, a larger mark to indicate an accented syllable. The marks are 
shown either preceding the first letter of the affected syllable or preceding the vowel. In the latter 
part of the primer only the syllable with primary stress will be marked.  Accented first syllables will 
not be marked. 
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Some disclaimers: 
 
In the preparation of material intended for teaching new readers of English, some simplifications 
were made: 
 
1. The letter ‘r’ is usually shown as a consonant.  It occasionally has the sound of a vowel, but is 
seldom given the appearance of one in English text. 
 
2.  The sound of ‘u’ in ‘put’ is shown in marked text as the vowel sound which preceeds the ‘r’ in 
words such as ‘fir’ and ‘word’.  This sound is indeed very brief, but it is there, and its representation 
in text adds consistency to the spelling.  It is easy to test this assumption.  Say the word ‘fir’.  You  
will note that following the ‘f’ sound the tongue makes a transition from a low to high position which 
it then maintains as long as the ‘r’ sound is held. The word ‘fir’ can be pronounced with no 
movement of the tongue (the ‘r’ can act as a true vowel), but in NBC English at least, the ‘r’ seems 
invariably to be preceded by the  slight other vowel sound produced with the tongue in the low 
position.  
 
In the cases where the ‘r’ sound is preceded by an 'l', 'n' or 't' the transition from 
the ‘l’  sound to the ‘r’ sound is made without an intervening ‘other’ vowel sound,  
but there would be little to gain by treating these cases differently in the marking                    
system. 
 
Where the terminal letters of a multisyllable word have the sound of the ‘er’ in ‘under’ the vowel will 
be shown with the schwa indication:  paper, color 
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a               bat, cat    
 

a  made, mail 
 

a  palm, car 
    

a  fare, any 
 

a  law, walk 
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e                 pet, peril  
 

e  pete, seen 

 

e  near, been 

    

e  vein, eight 
 

e  per, term 
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i                  hit, sit 
i      bite, light 

i      firm, girl 

i      liter, pol]ice 
i  onion, op]inion 
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o               not, lot 

o  code, load 

o  boot, soon 

o  come, flood 
o  book, word 
o  moth, off 
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u               cup, dud 

u  dude, rude 
u  put, fur 
u  cute, mute 

u  cure, fury 
u  liquid, queen 
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y                  myth, lynch 

 

y  try, bye 

 

y  myrrh, syrup 

    

y  partly 
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aaaa    matmatmatmat    aaaa    aaaa    aaaa    aaaa    aaaa 
b bat mat ape ah any law 
c cat cat tape palm many talk 
d dad fat bail far air paw 
e pet sat rail bar care saw 
f fit pat tail tar fare call 
g got rat mate lark says walk 
h hot man sail are said ward 
i hit 
j jam 
k kin 
l lip 
m met 
n net 
o not 
p pot 
q quip 
r rip 
s sit 
t tip 
u cup 
v vim 
w win 
x tax 
y yes 
y lynch 
z zip 
 
th this 
n think 
gh rough 
g george 
d graduate 
t virtue 
t nation 
s re ]sume            c     cell    ew    dew          ew     few                 
s pleasure          c     cello   sh     shine        ph      phone 
s sure                 c     oce]anic           ch     chain        x__   xylophone 
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a mat 
b bat 
c cat 
d dad 

e pet e e e e e 
f fit pet pete been veil per 
g got met seen fear vein nerd 
h hot jet keen ear rein term 
i hit let lean tear o ]bey pearl 
j jam men heal year sleigh her 
k kin pear real here reign were 
l lip tear read beer eight earn 
m met 
n net 
o not 
p pot 
q quip 
r rip 
s sit 
t tip 
u cup 
v vim 
w win 
x tax 
y yes 
y lynch 
z zip 
 
th this 
n think 
gh rough 
g george 
d graduate 
t virtue 
t nation 
s re ]sume            c     cell    ew    dew          ew     few                                
s pleasure          c     cello   sh     shine        ph      phone 
s sure                 c     oce]anic           ch     chain        x__   xylophone 
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a mat 
b bat 
c cat 
d dad 
e pet 
f fit 
g got 
h hot 

i hit i  i i  i    i 
j jam hit bite fir liter           onion 
k kin mitt kite firm po ]lice    opinion 
l lip sit ice sir va]lise    familiar 
m met tin pie third ca]price 
n net fin wind bird pique 
o not pin rind first curious 
p pot  
q quip 
r rip 
s sit 
t tip 
u cup 
v vim 
w win 
x tax 
y yes 
y lynch 
z zip 
 
th this 
n think 
gh rough 
g george 
d graduate 
t virtue 
t nation 
s re ]sume            c     cell    ew    dew          ew      few                                
s pleasure          c     cello   sh     shine        ph      phone 
s sure                 c     oce]anic           ch     chain        x__   xylophone 
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a mat 
b bat 
c cat 
d dad 
e pet 
f fit 
g got 
h hot 
i hit 
j jam 
k kin 
l lip 
m met 
n net 

o not o o o o o o  
p pot not note boot done cook moth 
q quip lot coat moon some foot off 
r rip odd code loot son word for 
s sit pot load soon come work tore 
t tip doll        gold      move     flood      wood cost 
u cup mom      comb    lose       won        worm     lost 
v vim 
w win 
x tax 
y yes 
y lynch 
z zip 
 
th this 
n think 
gh rough 
g george 
d graduate 
t virtue 
t nation 
s re ]sume            c     cell    ew    dew          ew      few                           
s pleasure          c     cello   sh     shine        ph      phone 
s sure                 c     oce]anic           ch     chain        x__   xylophone 
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a mat 
b bat 
c cat 
d dad 
e pet 
f fit 
g got 
h hot 
i hit 
j jam 
k kin 
l lip 
m met 
n net 
o not 
p pot 
q quip 
r rip 
s sit 
t tip 

u cup u u   u u u   u 
v vim cup        dude       fur         cute pure       liquid 
w win sup        ruse        lure       fuse cure     dis]tinguish 
x tax  up         rude       put         use       mural tranquil 
y yes hug        rue         pull       mute       fury    quilt 
y lynch mug       due        purr       fume     furious    squid 
z zip sum       suit         cur        mule     curious    quiver 
 
th this 
n think 
gh rough 
g george 
d graduate 
t virtue 
t nation 
s re ]sume            c     cell    ew    dew          ew     few 
s pleasure          c     cello   sh     shine        ph      phone 
s sure                 c     oce]anic           ch     chain        x__   xylophone 
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a mat 
b bat 
c cat 
d dad 
e pet 
f fit 
g got 
h hot 
i hit 
j jam 
k kin 
l lip 
m met 
n net 
o not 
p pot 
q quip 
r rip 
s sit 
t tip 
u cup 
v vim 
w win 
x tax 
y yes 

y lynch       y       y      y        y 
z zip            lynch            try          myrtle            partly 
                                  symptom        fly          myrrh             fully  
th this           myth              by          syrup             empty        
n think                          bicycle          bye        martyr 
gh rough                        tryst               rye 
g george 
d graduate 
t virtue 
t nation 
s re ]sume            c     cell    ew    dew          ew     few                            
s pleasure          c     cello   sh     shine        ph      phone 
s sure                 c     oce]anic           ch     chain        x__   xylophone 
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      fat, cat, lap, rat, map, sap, tap, jam, ram, rank, sank, can, man, fan, lamb, plan 

   bay                     
   cape 
   tape 
   rail 
   sail 
   take      

 

 

 

 

law, paw, tall, author, ward,    aaaawwww a 

 
 
 
mmmmaaaa,   palm, calm, car, marr, tar, far 

   mmmmaaaannnnyyyy    
  mmmmaaaarrrreeee                  
   said 
   fair 
   any 

 

  

   

           pet, let, set, met, bet, jet, net, bell, sell, fell, im]peritive, berry, ferry, wear 

 reason 
re ]ceive 
  seen 
  lean 
  feel 
  Pete    
    clclclcleeeeaaaannnn 

  

                                ex]periment 
                         im]perial 
                    hear 
               lear 
          ear 
     near 

 
 
 
 
 e 

ffffeeeeaaaarrrr 

                                                                                                                                                                                         ggggeeeermrmrmrm                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                            learn 
                                       term 
                                  per 
                              berm                                                                                         
                        person 
                   per]imeter 

   vvvveeeeiiiillll 
   beta 
   they 
   vein 
   eight     
 o]bey 
 o]mega 
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         hit, miss, lip, kiss, fit, rip, tip, pick, brick, mitt, mill, bill, fill, spirit, fierce, pierce  

 
 
     site, kite, bite, right,high,    M  M  M  Miiiikkkkeeee’s’s’s’s 
     birth, sir, firm, girl, dirt, mirth,  first 
     po]lice, visa, serial, ca]price,    liter 
   

 i 
 
 
  
 
onion, opinion,  pinion, com]panion 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

  
   top, cop, rot, mop, box, ox, lot, sop, dot, flop, crop, block, rock, trot, prop, got, mock   

   most 
  boat 
  lone 
  cone 
  stove 
 owe             

                                brood 
                        mood 
                    lose 
               move 
          cool 
     moon 

 

 

 

   moth, soft, cough, for, or,       mmmmoooorrrreeee o 

food 
 

 

 mmmmoooonnnneeeeyyyy, hhhhoooonnnneeeeyyyy, son, flood, blood  

                                                 cook 
                                             word 
                                         wool 
                                    wood 
                                shook 
                           nook 
                       world 
                   wolf 
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                    pup, rut, dud, lug, rug, fun, sun, cut, mutt, putt, luck, tuck, pluck 
                        

 
 
 
 
    put, purr, urn, cur, furry  ---------                                          
                                               |   
                                               | 
                                               |                                              

    u 

 

 

---------- dude, rude, crude, suit 
 

       | 
       | 
       | 
       | 

                                               |  
                                               |  
                                               | 
         pure, mural, curious --------- 

        | 
        | 
        | 
------ |  ------- 

       | 
       | 
       | 
--------- mule, cute, mute, fuel, puny 
                 

 

u 

liquid 

dis ]tinguish 
languish 
squid 

 

 

                                            myth, symptom, bicycle, lymph, sylvan   

 

 

     kitty, partly, only, baby, sunny y 

 

 

 sky, my, by, try, fry, rye, lye 

   
 

 

 
myrrh 
syrup 
Myrtle 
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    closet 
   rose 
   close 
         rrrre]se]se]se]sistististist 

     cent 
  cycle 
census 
       icicicicyyyy 

 

 

s 

 

 

 

 leisure  pleasure  
treasure     

 

c 

 
 
 
cello 

     
    ssssuuuuggggaaaarrrr    
censure 
 sure        

   
 oooocccceeeeaaaannnn 
op]tician 
 ef]ficient 

 

         
  

     
     
wet  went  we 

      bastion                         
      virtue 
     venture 
    question 

  

 

w 
 
 
dew, flew, blew, 
      t 

  

 

       

 t 

   

                             
                         

 
 option 
 caption 
 partial 
 martial 
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THE AROBASE TYPE-FONT PROGRAMS:  aso1, aso2, aso3, aso4, aso5, 
arobase, asoschwa, and arostrik           
      
                                
 
                                     

aso1 A C D E G I N O S T U W X Y 
aso2 A C  E GH I  O S T U   Y 
aso3 A C  E TH I  O S  U   Y 
aso4 A   E  I  O   U    
aso5        O   U    
  

 
 

             

aso1 a c d e g i n o s t u w x y 
aso2 a c  e gh i  o s t u   y 
aso3 a c  e th i  o s  u   y 
aso4 a   e  i  o   u    
aso5        o   u    
   
 
 
 
arobase  ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ       [    ]      <     >   
asoschwa  A    E    I       O       U    Y         
arostrik  ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ   [  ]  <  > 
     
arobase  abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz         [    ]      <     >       
asoschwa  a   e   i     o    u    y         
arostrik   abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz    [  ]  <  >  
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   WASHINGTON -- The Federal Reserve raised 
interest rates by a quarter of a percentage point on 
Tuesday, saying that the combination of strong 
growth and low unemployment  had left the 
economy  vulnerable to an outbreak of inflation.  It 
was the third time this year that the central bank 
had raised rates to check the economy’s 
momentum, and the move clearly signaled that the 
Fed’s faith in technology’s ability to improve 
business efficiency and temper inflationary 
pressures has its limits. 
 
   In explaining its action, the Fed emphasized a 
concern that Alan Greenspan, the central bank’s 
chairman, has stressed repeatedly in recent 
months: that the nation is literally running out of 
workers and that, as it does so, wages and then 
prices will inevitably be pushed higher, 
endangering an economic expansion that is about 
to become the longest in the nation’s history. 
 
   The Fed said it was raising its benchmark federal 
funds target rate on overnight loans between 
banks to 5.5 percent from 5.25 percent after two 
other quarter-point increases this year, in June and 
August. Tuesday’s increase took back the last of 
three quarter-point reductions made last year in 
response to the global financial crisis and left the 
rate back where it was 14 months ago. 
   The central bank also said it would increase its 
largely symbolic discount rates on loans to 
financial institutions from the Federal Reserve 
system to 5 percent from 4.75 percent.  It was the 
second quarter-point increase in the rate this year 
after two quarter-point reductions last year. 
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  WASHINGTON -- The Federal Re]serve raised 
interest rates by a quarter of a per]centage point 
on Tuesday, saying that the combin ]ation of 
strong growth and low unem]ployment had left the 
e]conomy  vulnerable to an outbreak of in]flation.  
It was the third time this year that the central bank 
had raised rates to check the e]conomy’s 
mo]mentum, and the move clearly signaled that 
the Fed’s faith in tech]nology’s a]bility to im]prove 
business (bizness) ef]ficiency and temper 
in]flationary pressures has its limits. 
 
   In ex]plaining its action, the Fed emphasized a 
con]cern that Alan Greenspan, the central bank’s 
chairman, has stressed re]peatedly in recent 
months: that the nation is literally running out of 
workers and that, as it does so, wages and then 
prices will in]evitably be pushed higher, 
en]dangering an eco]nomic ex]pansion that is a]bout 
to be]come the longest in the nation’s history. 
 
   The Fed said it was raising its benchmark 
federal funds target rate on overnight loans 
be]tween banks to 5.5 per]cent from 5.25 per]cent 
after two other quarter-point increases this year, 
in June and August. Tuesday’s increase took 
back the last of three quarter-point re]ductions 
made last year in re]sponse to the global fi]nancial 
crisis and left the rate back where it was 14 
months ago. 
 
   The central bank also said it would in]crease its 
largely sym]bolic discount rates on loans to 
fi]nancial insti]tutions from the Federal Re]serve 
system to 5 per]cent from 4.75 per]cent.  It was the 
second quarter-point increase in the rate this 
year after two quarter-point re]ductions last year. 
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The Kitchen and the Apple Pie 
                 
 
Pam was restless.  The weather was not good, a bit rainy. Her older brother and 
sister were at a friend's house, and she was tired of playing with her toys.  Her Mom 
said, "Come in to the kitchen. I'm going to make an apple pie, and you can watch".   
She decided to use the kitchen table so Pam could see.  Pam liked this kind of 
activity.  She knew there would be good smells, and little bits of apple to eat, and 
later some tasty bits of pie-crust covered with cinnamon and sugar.  Her mother 
pulled up a stool and the little girl climbed up and sat down.  Pam was nearly five 
years old, and her mother thought she was a very bright little girl.  She already knew 
her ABC's, and something about letters.  She might well be one of those children 
who learn to read in kindergarten. 
 
Pam saw her mother spread some old newspaper on the plastic table cloth and get 
down a big bowl from the cupboard which she put on the table.  She also got a 
smaller bowl for the apple peels and cores, and a sharp paring knife.  The apples 
were outside in the old refrigerator on the back patio.  She went out and brought in a 
bag full of them.  They were a very pretty green and red color. She pulled out one of 
the kitchen chairs, sat down and began cutting the apples into quarters.  She cut out 
the seeds and the cores, peeled the sections, cut them in two or three pieces and 
put them in the bowl.  All the time she talked to her little daughter about the way a 
pie was made.  She had already made the dough for the crust.  She asked Pam to 
pick up some peelings she had dropped.  Pam got down and crawled under the 
table on the red-brick patterned linoleum and retrieved the peelings.  The floor was 
clean and shiny.  Her mother washed and waxed it with self polishing floor wax once 
a week. 
 
Pam looked around the kitchen.  It had pretty wall paper, orange and yellow, with 
scenes from farming country.  She looked at the table.  It was fairly crowded at the 
one end.  There was a toaster, used every morning at breakfast time, (and Pam was 
allowed to make the toast).  There was a small basket which contained the sugar 
bowl and spoon, salt and pepper shakers, a little container of toothpicks, which the 
cat loved to play with (though she should not be on the table). There was also her 
Dad's bottle of Tabasco sauce, a small vinegar cruet, a bottle of aspirin tablets, and 
some little plastic bags of ketchup and mustard left over from some trip to 
McDonald's.  Mom's little calculator was there and some pads of paper.  These were 
all familiar items.  
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Next to the kitchen table was another smaller metal table which held a toaster oven.  
This was often used to warm sweet rolls. 
 
Pam's Mom finished cutting and peeling the apples.  She took the dough she had 
prepared and using a rolling pin and a pastry cloth on the counter top she rolled the 
dough until it was the right size to line the pie pan.  She carefully put the apple 
sections in the lined pan, sprinkled in a cup of sugar, some cinnamon and a bit of 
tapioca.  She added several pats of butter which she got from the kitchen 
refrigerator, then rolled another lump of dough for the top of the pie.  She put that 
on, and trimmed and pinched the edge all around, saving the cutoff pieces of dough.  
She put an S-shaped cut in the top to let the steam out.  Soon the pie was ready for 
the oven, which she had already warmed. She got out another pie pan for the 
leftover strips of dough, which she sugared, sprinkled with cinnamon and put into 
the oven with the pie. While doing this she and Pam went over the names of the 
various things in the kitchen. She asked Pam what was on the stove top.  Pam said, 
"the tea kettle and the large salt and pepper shakers". 
 
It was remarkable how much the little girl already knew.  She knew the names of all 
the things in the silverware drawer.  Big spoons, table spoons, teaspoons,  knives 
and forks.  Also a set of small utensils for Pam, which fit her small hands.  They 
talked about the pantry.  This was a rather small and crowded vertical cupboard.  
And it was always full; of boxes, and cans of vegetables and soup (and lots of cans 
of catfood).  There were also bags of popcorn for the microwave, and on the lower 
shelf bigger bags of flour and sugar, and a large can of coffee.  There were hooks in 
the pantry.  Hanging from the hooks were big and little ladles, funnels, sieves and 
spatulas.  Also some strainers.  Pam liked to play with these things but they were 
usually out of her reach, and some had sharp edges. 
 
More accessible were the pots and pans under the stove.  When she was very little 
Pam would crawl over the floor and open the doors and get out some of the shiny 
things.  She would play with the lids, putting them off and on the pots they fit, and 
pretend to be doing some of the things she saw her mother doing. 
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There were many pots and pans of various sizes in the cupboards under the stove.  
Sometimes it was difficult to reach the ones you wanted, especially when they were 
way at the back.  There was a big pot for boiling corn on the cob.  There was the 
pressure cooker, and the colander with its many holes.  The small, medium and 
large frying pans were also there because there was simply no place to hang them. 
Along the edge were the cookie sheets.  Pam's Mom went over the names of these 
things just to see how many her little girl remembered. 
 
Another cabinet Pam was familiar with was over the microwave.  This cabinet had 
the big cereal boxes and cracker boxes, including some bags of small cheese 
crackers which Pam liked.  Another cabinet had the cleaning supplies: floor wax, 
furniture polish, spot remover, glue, sink cleaner, window cleaner, oven cleaner, and 
some other things. 
 
Pam couldn't get up to the cupboards which contained the glassware, but she often 
watched her mother get the things out of the cupboard when setting the table.  
There were the everyday dishes, glasses, cups and saucers; the cereal bowls, big 
and small, and the three sizes of plates.  Further up in the cupboard were the better 
glasses and some ornamental bowls and platters.   
 
Pam could see several appliances on the counters.  These took up space but were 
only occasionally used.  There was the big mixer, a blender, and a food processor, 
and a very handy electric appliance for juicing oranges.  Also on this counter near 
the stove were the three stainless steel canisters for flour, sugar, and coffee. Next to 
the sink was a round container which held wooden spoons, flexible spatulas, kitchen 
scissors and an egg beater. 
 
Above the kitchen sink was a hanging plant, which often had beautiful waxy flowers.  
Pam's Mom watered the plant with a can which had a long spout. In the sink was 
the garbage disposal where she put the apple peels.  below was the automatic 
dishwasher which got heavy use once a day.  Pam often watched her mother put 
the dishes, cups, pans, pots, glasses and silverware into the washer, and turn it on.  
She heard the odd swishing noise it made when it was working.  On the wall above 
was the plain round kitchen clock, which needed a new battery once in a while.   
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On another counter was the automatic coffee maker and a small container of filters, 
also a big cookie jar which often held cookies Pam's Mom made.  Beside the cookie 
jar was the wooden knife holder which held all the large knives.  Near this was the 
little timer which her Mom often used.  Above was the paper towel holder, which 
was hard for Pam to reach.  These were all comfortable and familiar things to the 
little girl.  She saw the telephone on the wall, and under it the big telephone books, 
and note pads and the container of pencils and pens.  The large bulletin board was 
located on the back of the upper kitchen cabinets.  It was always full of little 
messages and numbers.  
 
In a little while a wonderful smell began to come from the oven.  The pie was 
beginning to cook.  Pam's mother looked at it from time to time through the glass 
door of the oven.  She waited until the crust was just the right shade of brown, and 
the juice was bubbling up through the cut on top.  When she knew the pie was done 
she took it out to cool.  And something Pam was waiting for; the pie tin with the 
sugared strips of leftover dough.  As soon as they were cool enough Pam and her 
Mom happily ate them.  The pie would be dessert for supper.  They thought how 
pleased her Dad would be.  He just loved a nice piece of fresh apple pie!  
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The Kitchen and the Apple Pie 
 

Pam was restless. The weather was not good, a bit rainy. Her older brother and 
sister were at a friend's house, and she was tired of playing with her toys. Her Mom 
said, "Come in to the kitchen. I'm going to make an apple pie, and you can 
watch". She dec]ided to use the kitchen table so Pam could see. Pam liked this 
kind of act]ivity. She knew there would be good smells, and little bits of apple to 
eat, and later some tasty bits of pie-crust covered with cinnamon and sugar. Her 
mother pulled up a stool and the little girl climbed up and sat down. Pam was 
nearly five years old, and her mother thought she was a very bright little girl. She 
alr]eady knew her ABC's, and something ab]out letters. She might well be one of 
those children who learn to read in kindergarten.  

Pam saw her mother spread some old newspaper on the plastic table cloth and 
get down a big bowl from the cupboard which she put on the table. She also got a 
smaller bowl for the apple peels and cores, and a sharp paring knife. The apples 
were outs ]ide in the old refr]igerator on the back patio. She went out and brought in 
a bag full of them. They were a very pretty green and red color. She pulled out one 
of the kitchen chairs, sat down and beg]an cutting the apples int ]o quarters. She cut 
out the seeds and the cores, peeled the sections, cut them in two or three pieces 
and put them in the bowl. All the time she talked to her little daughter ab]out the 
way a pie was made. She had alr]eady made the dough for the crust. She asked 
Pam to pick up some peelings she had dropped. Pam got down and crawled under 
the table on the red-brick patterned lin ]oleum and retri ]eved the peelings. The floor 
was clean and shiny. Her mother washed and waxed it with self polishing floor wax 
once a week.  

Pam looked ar]ound the kitchen. It had pretty wall paper, orange and yellow, with 
scenes from farming country. She looked at the table. It was fairly crowded at the 
one end. There was a toaster, used every morning at breakfast time, (and Pam 
was all]owed to make the toast). There was a small basket which cont ]ained the 
sugar bowl and spoon, salt and pepper shakers, a little cont ]ainer of toothpicks, 
which the cat loved to play with (though she should not be on the table). There 
was also her Dad's bottle of Tabasco sauce, a small vinegar cruet, a bottle of 
aspirin tablets, and some little plastic bags of ketchup and mustard left over from 
some trip to (Mc)D]onald's. Mom's little calculator was there and some pads of 
paper. These were all fam]iliar items.  
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Next to the kitchen table was an]other smaller metal table which held a toaster 
oven. This was often used to warm sweet rolls.  

Pam's Mom finished cutting and peeling the apples. She took the dough she had 
prep]ared and using a rolling pin and a pastry cloth on the counter top she rolled 
the dough unt]il it was the right size to line the pie pan. She carefully put the apple 
sections in the lined pan, sprinkled in a cup of sugar, some cinnamon and a bit of 
tapi ]oca. She added several pats of butter which she got from the kitchen 
refr]igerator, then rolled an]other lump of dough for the top of the pie. She put that 
on, and trimmed and pinched the edge all ar]ound, saving the cutoff pieces of 
dough. She put an s-shaped cut in the top to let the steam out. Soon the pie was 
ready for the oven, which she had alr]eady warmed. She got out an]other pie pan 
for the leftover strips of dough, which she sugared, sprinkled with cinnamon and 
put int ]o the oven with the pie. While doing this she and Pam went over the names 
of the various things in the kitchen. She asked Pam what was on the stove top. 
Pam said, "the tea kettle and the large salt and pepper shakers".  

It was rem]arkable how much the little girl alr]eady knew. She knew the names of all 
the things in the silverware drawer. Big spoons, table spoons, teaspoons, knives 
and forks. Also a set of small ut]ensils for Pam, which fit her small hands. They 
talked ab]out the pantry. This was a rather small and crowded vertical cupboard. 
And it was always full; of boxes, and cans of vegetables and soup (and lots of cans 
of catfood). There were also bags of popcorn for the microwave, and on the lower 
shelf bigger bags of flour and sugar, and a large can of coffee. There were hooks 
in the pantry. Hanging from the hooks were big and little ladles, funnels, sieves and 
spatulas. Also some strainers. Pam liked to play with these things but they were 
usually out of her reach, and some had sharp edges.  

More acc ]essible were the pots and pans under the stove. When she was very little 
Pam would crawl over the floor and open the doors and get out some of the shiny 
things. She would play with the lids, putting them off and on the pots they fit, and 
pret]end to be doing some of the things she saw her mother doing.  
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There were many pots and pans of various sizes in the cupboards under the 
stove. Sometimes it was difficult to reach the ones you wanted, esp]ecially when 
they were way at the back. There was a big pot for boiling corn on the cob. There 
was the pressure cooker, and the colander with its many holes. The small, 
medium and large frying pans were also there bec ]ause there was simply no place 
to hang them. Al ]ong the edge were the cookie sheets. Pam's Mom went over the 
names of these things just to see how many her little girl rem]embered.  

An]other cabinet Pam was fam]iliar with was over the microwave. This cabinet had 
the big cereal boxes and cracker boxes, incl]uding some bags of small cheese 
crackers which Pam liked. An]other cabinet had the cleaning suppl ]ies: floor wax, 
furniture polish, spot rem]over, glue, sink cleaner, window cleaner, oven cleaner, 
and some other things.  

Pam couldn't get up to the cupboards which cont ]ained the glassware, but she 
often watched her mother get the things out of the cupboard when setting the 
table. There were the ]everyd]ay dishes, glasses, cups and saucers; the cereal 
bowls, big and small, and the three sizes of plates. Further up in the cupboard 
were the better glasses and some ornam]ental bowls and platters.  

Pam could see several appl ]iances on the counters. These took up space but were 
only occ ]asionally used. There was the big mixer, a blender, and a food processor, 
and a very handy el]ectric appl ]iance for juicing oranges. Also on this counter near 
the stove were the three stainless steel canisters for flour, sugar, and coffee. Next 
to the sink was a round cont ]ainer which held wooden spoons, flexible spatulas, 
kitchen scissors and an egg beater.  

Ab]ove the kitchen sink was a hanging plant, which often had beautiful waxy 
flowers. Pam's Mom watered the plant with a can which had a long spout. In the 
sink was the garbage disp ]osal where she put the apple peels. bel ]ow was the 
autom]atic dishwasher which got heavy use once a day. Pam often watched her 
mother put the dishes, cups, pans, pots, glasses and silverware int ]o the washer, 
and turn it on. She heard the odd swishing noise it made when it was working. On 
the wall ab]ove was the plain round kitchen clock, which needed a new battery 
once in a while.  
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On an]other counter was the autom]atic coffee maker and a small cont ]ainer of 
filters, also a big cookie jar which often held cookies Pam's Mom made. Bes ]ide 
the cookie jar was the wooden knife holder which held all the large knives. Near 
this was the little timer which her Mom often used. Ab]ove was the paper towel 
holder, which was hard for Pam to reach. These were all comfortable and fam]iliar 
things to the little girl. She saw the telephone on the wall, and under it the big 
telephone books, and note pads and the cont ]ainer of pencils and pens. The large 
bulletin board was located on the back of the upper kitchen cabinets. It was 
always full of little messages and numbers.  

In a little while a wonderful smell beg]an to come from the oven. The pie was 
beg]inning to cook. Pam's mother looked at it from time to time through the glass 
door of the oven. She waited unt]il the crust was just the right shade of brown, and 
the juice was bubbling up through the cut on top. When she knew the pie was 
done she took it out to cool. And something Pam was waiting for; the pie tin with 
the sugared strips of leftover dough. As soon as they were cool eno ]ugh Pam and 
her Mom happily ate them. The pie would be dess ]ert for supper. They thought how 
pleased her Dad would be. He just loved a nice piece of fresh apple pie!  
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Janet and Pam go to he Store 
 
Janet looked out the rear door.  She could see her little daughter Pam 
playing with two of the neighborhood children.  She called to her and said, 
"Come in Pam.  We have to go to the store".  Pam was having fun, but 
she knew she could not stay home alone.  Her older brothers were in 
school. She had to go with her mother. 
 
When Pam came in, Janet looked at her clothes and hands.  She said, 
"We will have to wash your hands, but your dress is clean".  With some 
help from her Mom Pam washed her hands and was ready to go.  Janet 
locked the front and the back doors, and they went out into the garage.  
She opened the garage door by pressing a button beside the door.  She 
then opened the rear door of the car and when Pam got in she put the 
seat belt around her and made it tight.  She got into the front seat and 
backed the car out, closing the garage door with the remote control. 
 
This was a familiar routine for Pam.  She liked to go shopping with her 
Mom.  She also knew that a cookie or a bit of candy was likely to come 
her way.   
 
Janet backed slowly out of the driveway into the street, making sure there 
were no children or cars present.  They then headed for the shopping 
center, a trip of about ten minutes. 
 
After parking the car at the store Janet unlocked Pam's seat belt and let 
her climb out of the car, but she held on to her hand.  They went to the 
front entrance and pulled a shopping cart out of a closely packed group.  
Pam was too big to fit into the little seat.  Her mother said, "Stay close to 
me, now, I want to be able to see you at all times".   
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Pam was a good girl and she did mind her mother most of the time.  But 
she was tempted to touch things at times and had knocked some things 
off the shelves the last time they shopped.  This time she was more 
careful, and all went well. 
 
The first stop was at the bakery end of the store.  Janet bought two loaves 
of white bread which were on sale.  Next stop was the counter of the 
bakery.  On the counter top was a plate of broken cookies.  She took two 
pieces and gave one to Pam, who knew this routine.  Pam munched 
happily and trailed her mother to the meat display.  The steaks and chops 
looked very good, but were not cheap.  The hamburger, of three different 
grades, was on sale and Janet thought of meatloaf.  So she bought the 
proper amount of hamburger of the low-fat type, and asked the man 
behind the counter to grind together some veal and pork.  When he was 
done he wrapped the meat, marked it with the cost and handed it to Janet. 
She put it into her cart. 
 
Next stop was in the cereal isle, where she bought a big box of corn 
flakes.  On they went to the other end of the store, which had all the fruits 
and vegetables.  She and Pam looked around at the colorful display.  
Green beans were a bargain, so she bought a pound and a half, putting 
them in a plastic bag.  She also bought a yellow onion which she would 
use in the meat loaf. 
 
The magazine and books isle was next.  Janet thought she might get a 
children's book for Pam, who very much liked to be read to.  But her eye 
caught the sight of a colorful book with large letters on it - - A B C.  It was 
a coloring book, which she knew Pam liked, but it was more.  It showed 
big letters of the alphabet,  each with a few simple  
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words which began with the sound the letter represented. It also showed 
letters, first spaced apart then brought together to form  words.  Janet 
gave this some thought.  Pam had already memorized the names of the 
letters of the alphabet, but no attempt had been made to teach her their 
sounds.  This would seem to be the job of her school teacher.  But Janet 
had become uneasy about the reading progress of her older boy, who 
was now in the third grade.  
 
Bob was a bright boy, who talked well and could recognize many simple 
words at a glance while still in first grade.  He continued to add words in 
the second grade but now he seemed to be falling behind.  He did not like 
to read and seemed discouraged by the ability of many of his classmates 
to easily read material he found difficult. 
 
Janet and her husband had moved to their present neighborhood just 
before her oldest went into the second grade, in a new school with 
different teachers. Her youngest boy was now in first grade.  Unlike his 
older brother he had been taught the sounds of many letters in 
kindergarten and could sound out some simple words even then. The 
teacher said he would do well.  He was already reading some simple 
stories for enjoyment and liked to show his parents what he could do.  
Janet could not help feeling that her oldest was not reading much better 
now than his younger brother.  
 
Because of her concern she had read some articles which caught her eye.  
These articles spoke of a great debate over the way we should teach our 
children to read. They spoke of 'phonics' and 'whole word' and 'sight 
words'.  Janet began to wonder if her two boys had been taught to read by 
two very different methods.  She had spoken to her parents about her 
uneasy feeling regarding her older son's 
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ability to read.  They had simply reassured her, saying he would soon 
learn to read OK.  It was just taking some time.   
 
They told her that in their experience, in all the schools they had attended, 
they did not know one child who could not read.  You went to school to 
learn your ABC's.  And as a matter of course you soon began reading.  
But Jan was still uneasy.  She did not know much about different teaching 
theories, and had never given her own successful experience much 
thought.  Could Bob have missed something in kindergarten and the first 
grade that was only now beginning to affect his reading skill?  Could he 
have a serious reading problem, even though he was only in the third 
grade?  Another article she had read said that many children learned to 
read before they ever went to school.  Their parents simply taught them 
how.  Janet gave more thought to all of this, and bought the ABC book.  
She would see just how much her little girl could understand.  
 
It was time to go through the checkout station.  Pam did not like to stand 
in line, but there were things to look at.  And placed very close to a little 
girl's hand were such things as candy bars and small bags of corn chips.  
She begged her Mom for candy.  And Jan gave in.  She said, "You can 
pick out one candy bar".  Which Pam did, and put it in the cart. They 
finally reached the checkout counter and put their groceries on the broad 
black belt.  The clerk totaled the purchases and baggggged them. them. them. them.    
    
When Janet had handed the clerk her credit card, signed her name and 
put the card back in her wallet, she and her daughter retrieved the loaded 
cart with its plastic bags and went to the exit door.  This opened without a 
touch and they were able to go through and out to the car.  Janet 
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used her key to open the trunk, and with Pam trying to help she lifted the 
bags out of the cart and into the car.  SheSheSheShe then returned the cart to the 
holding area, with Pam held by the hand.  They returned to the car where 
Pam climbed into the back seat and was belted in securely.  The trip 
home did not take long.  Pam munched on her candy bar.   
 
The garage door went up with a press of the button on the remote.  Janet 
drove the car in and they took the purchases into the house.  Pam did her 
part by carrying the bag with the cereal.  Janet told her that lunch would 
soon be ready and to stay around the house.  Pam did not need much 
urging.  By now she was hungry.  The day had gone quite well, and after 
lunch she had the whole afternoon to play. 
 
Janet spent some time looking at the book about ABC's.  She thought a 
trip to the library might be wise.  And she also thought she would ask her 
husband to do a bit of searching on the internet. There might be 
information regarding this 'phonics' and 'whole word' business    All in all 
an interesting morning. 
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Janet looked out the rear door. She could see her little daughter Pam playing with 
two of the neighborhood children. She called to her and said, "Come in Pam. We 
have to go to the store". Pam was having fun, but she knew she could not stay 
home al ]one. Her older brothers were in school. She had to go with her mother.  

When Pam came in, Janet looked at her clothes and hands. She said, "We will 
have to wash your hands, but your dress is clean". With some help from her Mom 
Pam washed her hands and was ready to go. Janet locked the front and the back 
doors, and they went out int ]o the gar ]age. She opened the gar ]age door by 
pressing a button bes ]ide the door. She then opened the rear door of the car and 
when Pam got in she put the seat belt ar]ound her and made it tight. She got int ]o 
the front seat and backed the car out, closing the gar ]age door with the rem]ote 
contr ]ol.  

This was a fam]iliar rout ]ine for Pam. She liked to go shopping with her Mom. She 
also knew that a cookie or a bit of candy was likely to come her way.  

Janet backed slowly out of the driveway int ]o the street, making sure there were no 
children or cars present. They then headed for the shopping center, a trip of ab]out 
ten minutes.  

After parking the car at the store Janet unl]ocked Pam's seat belt and let her climb 
out of the car, but she held on to her hand. They went to the front entrance and 
pulled a shopping cart out of a closely packed group. Pam was too big to fit int ]o 
the little seat. Her mother said, "Stay close to me, now, I want to be able to see 
you at all times".  
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Pam was a good girl and she did mind her mother most of the time. But she was 
tempted to touch things at times and had knocked some things off the shelves the 
last time they shopped. This time she was more careful, and all went well.  

The first stop was at the bakery end of the store. Janet bought two loaves of white 
bread which were on sale. Next stop was the counter of the bakery. On the counter 
top was a plate of broken cookies. She took two pieces and gave one to Pam, 
who knew this rout ]ine. Pam munched happily and trailed her mother to the meat 
displ ]ay. The steaks and chops looked very good, but were not cheap. The 
hamburger, of three different grades, was on sale and Janet thought of meatloaf. 
So she bought the proper am]ount of hamburger of the low-fat type, and asked the 
man beh]ind the counter to grind tog]ether some veal and pork. When he was done 
he wrapped the meat, marked it with the cost and handed it to Janet. She put it 
int ]o her cart.  

Next stop was in the cereal isle, where she bought a big box of corn flakes. On 
they went to the other end of the store, which had all the fruits and vegetables. She 
and Pam looked ar]ound at the colorful displ ]ay. Green beans were a bargain, so 
she bought a pound and a half, putting them in a plastic bag. She also bought a 
yellow onion which she would use in the meat loaf.  

The magazine and books isle was next. Janet thought she might get a children's 
book for Pam, who very much liked to be read to. But her eye caught the sight of 
a colorful book with large letters on it - - A B C. It was a coloring book, which she 
knew Pam liked, but it was more. It showed big letters of the alphabet, each with a 
few simple  
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words which beg]an with the sound the letter repres ]ented. It also showed letters, 
first spaced ap]art then brought tog]ether to form words. Janet gave this some 
thought. Pam had alr]eady memorized the names of the letters of the alphabet, but 
no att]empt had been made to teach her their sounds. This would seem to be the 
job of her school teacher. But Janet had bec ]ome un]easy ab]out the reading 
progress of her older boy, who was now in the third grade.  

Bob was a bright boy, who talked well and could recognize many simple words at 
a glance while still in first grade. He cont]inued to add words in the second grade 
but now he seemed to be falling beh]ind. He did not like to read and seemed 
disco ]uraged by the ab]ility of many of his classmates to easily read mat ]erial he 
found difficult.  

Janet and her husband had moved to their present neighborhood just bef ]ore her 
oldest went int ]o the second grade, in a new school with different teachers. Her 
youngest boy was now in first grade. Unl]ike his older brother he had been taught 
the sounds of many letters in kindergarten and could sound out some simple 
words even then. The teacher said he would do well. He was alr]eady reading 
some simple stories for enj ]oyment and liked to show his parents what he could 
do. Janet could not help feeling that her oldest was not reading much better now 
than his younger brother.  

Bec ]ause of her conc ]ern she had read some articles which caught her eye. These 
articles spoke of a great deb]ate over the way we should teach our children to 
read. They spoke of 'phonics' and 'whole word' and 'sight words'. Janet beg]an to 
wonder if her two boys had been taught to read by two very different methods. 
She had spoken to her parents ab]out her un]easy feeling reg]arding her older son's  
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ab]ility to read. They had simply reass ]ured her, saying he would soon learn to 
read OK. It was just taking some time.  

They told her that in their exp]erience, in all the schools they had att]ended, they did 
not know one child who could not read. You went to school to learn your ABC's. 
And as a matter of course you soon beg]an reading. But Jan was still un ]easy. She 
did not know much ab]out different teaching theories, and had never given her own 
succ ]essful exp]erience much thought. Could Bob have missed something in 
kindergarten and the first grade that was only now beg]inning to aff]ect his reading 
skill? Could he have a serious reading problem, even though he was only in the 
third grade? An]other article she had read said that many children learned to read 
bef ]ore they ever went to school. Their parents simply taught them how. Janet 
gave more thought to all of this, and bought the ABC book. She would see just 
how much her little girl could underst]and.  

It was time to go through the checkout station. Pam did not like to stand in line, 
but there were things to look at. And placed very close to a little girl's hand were 
such things as candy bars and small bags of corn chips. She begged her Mom for 
candy. And Jan gave in. She said, "You can pick out one candy bar". Which Pam 
did, and put it in the cart. They finally reached the checkout counter and put their 
groceries on the broad black belt. The clerk totaled the purchases and bagged 
them.  

When Janet had handed the clerk her credit card, signed her name and put the 
card back in her wallet, she and her daughter retri ]eved the loaded cart with its 
plastic bags and went to the exit door. This opened with]out a touch and they were 
able to go through and out to the car. Janet  
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used her key to open the trunk, and with Pam trying to help she lifted the bags out 
of the cart and int ]o the car. She then ret ]urned the cart to the holding area, with 
Pam held by the hand. They ret ]urned to the car where Pam climbed int ]o the back 
seat and was belted in sec ]urely. The trip home did not take long. Pam munched on 
her candy bar.  

The gar ]age door went up with a press of the button on the rem]ote. Janet drove 
the car in and they took the purchases int ]o the house. Pam did her part by 
carrying the bag with the cereal. Janet told her that lunch would soon be ready 
and to stay ar]ound the house. Pam did not need much urging. By now she was 
hungry. The day had gone quite well, and after lunch she had the whole aftern]oon 
to play.  

Janet spent some time looking at the book ab]out ABC's. She thought a trip to the 
library might be wise. And she also thought she would ask her husband to do a bit 
of searching on the internet. There might be inform]ation reg]arding this 'phonics' 
and 'whole word' business (bizness) All in all an interesting morning.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A      Fat lady charms many lawyers. 
E       Let me fear veiled persons.    
 I          It's Mike's first liter. (his o]pinion) 
O     Odd old boot from wooly moth 
U          Dusty rude bull cute, curious, languid 
Y         Hymn by Myrtle's Daddy 
W               Flew, blew, stew, threw, chew, few, mew 
 
pronunciation key: 
 
cat, ape, palm/part, said/mare, law       pet/peril, eve, ear/been, vein      bit, bite, 
lien, onion    rot, rote, food, son, moth   dud, dude, cute, cure, liquid    myth, my, 
rugby    /__w/ cow/few    /oi/ oil,   /oy/ boy,   /ou/  found 
        /e/, /i/, /o/, /u/, /y/ = per, fir, wood/word, put/purr, myrrh 
    aeiouy = schwa    abcdef = ignore     
/ch/ chain,   /sh/ she,   /n/ rink,   /th/ that,   /th/ thin,         /gh/ tough,   /ck/ k,   /ph/ f,   
/ps/ s,   /s/ z,   /s/ pleasure,    /s/ sh,  /c/ cent,   /c/ cello,  /c/ ocean,  /wh/ whale      
/t/ ch,  /t/ sh,     /g/ j,  /d/ j,    /q/ k,    /i/ y   /__x/  ks,  /__x/ gs,  /x__/ z 
 



Phondot  © 2003  Robert Boden           December 15, 2007         phondot two.doc 
 

 56

 

 
a  fat 
b  bob 
c  cat 
d  dad 
e  let 
f   fun 
g  gag 
h  hot 
i   it 
j   jar 
k  kick 
l   lilt 
m mom 
n  nan 
o  odd 
p  pop 
q  liquor 
r   run 
s  sis 
t   tot 
u  dust 
v  vivid 
w  went 
w    
x   tax 
y   yes 
y   myth 
z   zoo 

 
ape 
 
 
 
pete 
 
 
 
bite 
 
 
 
 
 
ode 
 
 
 
 
 
dude 
 
 
flew 
 
 
by 

 
palm   area   tall 
 
 
 
ear   beta 
 
 
 
po ]lice onion 
 
 
 
 
 
soon   son   moth  
 
 
 
 
 
cute   cure  liquid  
 
 
 
 
 
partly 

          
__ar 
 
 
        
per 
__er 
 
 

fir 
__ir 
 
 
 
 
word 
__or 
 
 
 
 
put  
__ur 
 
 
 
 
myrrh 
__yr 
 

  
 
 
cent   cello  oce ]anic 
graduate 
  
  
germ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
re ]sist  pleasure sure 
virtue   option 
 
     

sh   shine 
gh   tough 
th    that 
th    thin 
i      onion 

ch   chain 
ph   f      ps   s 
ew   flew 
ew   few 
__x  ks 
__x gs 

ck    k 
n      thank, sing 
wh   as in whale 
 

a e i o u y   schwa 
abcdef etc.  ignore 
 
primary accents: 
int[erpret]ation 
compass 

 

ou    out, mound 
ow    cow 
 
oi   boil 
oy   boy, royal 
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           a         at, cat, map 
a1 a     ape, late   
a2  a     palm, car   
a3   a     any, air, said  
a4       a       awe, law, talk    
 
 e     elf, met   
e1  e     eve                
e2 e ear, fear, pretty  
e3 e beta, veil     
e4 e erg, per   
 
 i it, pit, is, mirror   
i1 i ice, mite    
i2 i irk, fir, sir   
i3 i liter, po]lice   
i4 i onion    
 
 o odd, cod, rod  
o1 o ode, code   
o2 o boot, coot, loot  
o3 o come, son, done  
o4 o cook, word, foot  
o5 o off, moth, song, or  
      
 u dud, up, cup, sup  
u1 u ruse, rude, crude  
u2 u pull, full, fur, bush 
u3 u use, fuse, a]buse    
u4 u cure, pure             
u5 u liquid, dis]tinguish                                                  
 
           y symptom, lymph    
y1       y      by, try, pry  
y2 y myrrh         
y3 y candy 
 
 w1 __w       as sound of /u/ in cow 
     ew     as in flew  
         ew     as in few                         

v1     w     flew, cow 
 
         x          exstra 
v1     x          ex ]am 
  
         out 
         oil 
         toy 
  
          th think                    
v3      th         that 
 
v1 n rink   
 
           g gag  
v1 g george 
 
           d        dad  
v1 d graduate  
 
v2 gh rough     
 
ps      as in psychic                  
ph      as in phone   
ck      as in lock 
 
 s sister   
v1 s re]sume  
v2 s treasure  
v3 s sure           
 sh shine   
 
 c cat   
v1 c celery          
v2 c cello   
v3 c ocean   
           ch chain     
 
         w___    as in went    
         wh        as in whale 
 
v1 t ch       
v2 t          sh 
   

 
lose           close 
close           closet 
cello             borrow  
re]cord          record  
mover          brother 
bother          mother 
protease      mariner 
breakfast      heath    
break           over 
breath          word 
beat           broth 
breathe        bone  
heart           come 
heard           clone 
ear           son 
deaf           do  
bear           does 
freight           to 
sleight          two 
slough          too  
dove           soft 
dove           road 
done            broad 
boot           foot 
moon           soon 
cook            flood 
laugh           been 
have           salve 
gauge           says 
question      sieve 
build             kind 
drachm         climb 
soul              schism  
choir             zero 
circus            pencil 
exit                squid 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 


